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Georgia wins in 2 OTs, Bama 
rolls to make it an all-SEC final 
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King County’s new 
sheriff is ready to roll 


TAKING OFFICE | With a transition team lined up and a six-month blueprint, 
Mitzi Johanknecht takes the reins of the law-enforcement agency Tuesday. 


ALAN BERNER / THE SEATTLE TIMES 


King County Sheriff-elect Mitzi Johanknecht swaps out the captain’s badge on her hat for her major’s badge. She’s reached out to former 
King County Sheriff Sue Rahr and the current sheriffs of Pierce and Snohomish counties for advice on her new job. 


By SARA JEAN GREEN 
Seattle Times staff reporter 


hen King County Sher- 
iff-elect Mitzi Jo- 
hanknecht takes the 


say has become a toxic work envi- 


ronment. 


“The night of the election and in 
the days after that, as things be- 
came more clear I would be sher- 


meeting with other elected offi- 
cials and creating a blueprint for 
her first six months in office so the 
rest of her four-year term can be 


“The night of 
the election and 
in the days after 


oath of office Tuesday, she expects 
her new commanders to also 
swear to uphold the Constitution 
and enforce the laws of Washing- 
ton. 

It will be a symbolic gesture to 
denote the kind of unity and heal- 
ing Johanknecht wants to bring to 
a Sheriffs Office bruised by sexu- 
al-misconduct allegations leveled 
at Sheriff John Urquhart and 


iff-elect, there was a deep sigh in 
the organization,” Johanknecht 
said of her November upset in 
unseating Urquhart, who was first 
elected sheriff in 2012. 

In the weeks since the election, 
Johanknecht — whom Urquhart 
promoted to major in 2015 — has 
been juggling her responsibilities 
as commander of Precinct 4 in 
Burien with assembling a transi- 


spent delivering those changes. 

“It’s truly a process of learning 
what I don’t know and it’s been a 
lot of fun,” said Johanknecht, who 
will mark 33 years with the Sher- 
iffs Office on Monday. 

She’s embarked on a crash 
course of what it means to runa 
1,000-person law-enforcement 
agency that provides police servic- 
es to a unique mix of urban and 
rural communities without the 


that, as things 
became more 
clear I would be 
sheriff-elect, 
there was a deep 
sigh in the 
organization.” 
KING COUNTY SHERIFF-ELECT 


scarred by what several deputies 


tion team and command staff, 


See > SHERIFF, A6 


MITZI JOHANKNECHT 


Seattle Opera’s 
2018-19 season 


‘Carmen,’ 
‘Porgy and 
Bess’ — and 
Steve Jobs 


By NICOLE BRODEUR 
Seattle Times columnist 

At the recent “topping off’ cere- 
mony for the new home of the 
Seattle Opera’s administrative and 
production spaces, General Direc- 
tor Aidan Lang had just gotten his 
voice back after being silenced by a 
cold. 

Marketing director Kristina 
Murti urged him to save his voice 
for his formal remarks, but Lang 
couldn’t help himself; he was ex- 
citedly chatting away. 

It’s much that way with the 
opera’s 2018-2019 season — you 
can hear Lang’s voice behind every 
choice, including a new, ground- 
breaking production about tech 
giant Steve Jobs; two European 
classics; and two 20th-century 
masterpieces. 

There is, as they say, something 


Seattle Opera will present the West Coast premiere of “The (R) evolution of Steve Jobs, 


with San Francisco Opera and Santa Fe Opera, in February 2019. 


for everyone. 

But there is also a clear effort by 
Lang to harness the energy and 
interest that saw the company’s 
new subscriber count rise by 30 
percent over last year. (Millennials 
and Gen Xers make up 40 percent 
of the audience). 

“There was a conscious idea to 
program in order to get people 


through our doors,” Lang said. 
The most anticipated produc- 
tion of the season is “The (R) evo- 
lution of Steve Jobs,” a collabora- 
tion by the Seattle, San Francisco 
and Santa Fe operas and had its 
world premiere in Santa Fe last 
year. The 90-minute opera (“It 
moves at a great lick,” Lang said) 
was hailed as the best-selling new 


KEN HOWARD / SANTA FE OPERA 


” in collaboration 


production in Santa Fe Opera’s 
history. It will open in Seattle in 
February 2019. 

Written by Pulitzer Prize-win- 
ning librettist Mark Campbell, the 
opera will feature DJ and compos- 
er Mason Bates, who works in 
clubs under the name DJ Masonic 
and has made a name integrating 

See > OPERA, A10 


Is Kim 

trying to 
split U.S., 
S. Korea? 


ANALYSIS 


N. Korean leader’s push 
for talks with Moon may 
create chasm for Trump 


By CHOE SANG-HUN 
AND DAVID E. SANGER 
The New York Times 


SEOUL, South Korea — Beyond a 
New Year's declaration by North 
Korea’s leader, Kim Jong Un, that 
he would move to the mass produc- 
tion of nuclear weapons and inter- 
continental mis- 
siles in 2018, lies a 
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Donald Trump and President Moon 
Jae-in of South Korea, called for an 
urgent dialogue between the two 
Koreas before the Feb. 7 opening of 
the Winter Olympics in the South. 
The strained relationship be- 
tween the allies has been playing 
out for months, as Moon, a liberal, 
argued for economic and diplomat- 
ic openings with the North, even as 
Trump has worked hard to squeeze 
the North with increasingly punish- 
ing sanctions. Moon also angered 
Trump and his aides in recent 
months by suggesting he holds 
what he called a veto over any U.S. 
pre-emptive military action against 
See > NORTH KOREA, A3 


Congress’ 
new year 
has tough 
to-do list 


By JEFF STEIN 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Congress 
faces a jampacked to-do list this 
month with deadlines looming on 
difficult issues — including how to 
fund the government and avoid a 
shutdown, stabilizing the nation’s 
health-insurance program for poor 
children, and whether to shield 
young undocumented immigrants 
from deportation. 

Fresh off a party-line vote in 
favor of legislation overhauling the 
tax code, the negotiations will test 
whether Congress and the White 
House still have the potential to 
craft any form of bipartisan agree- 
ment. If so, several of the year’s 
most contested issues might be 
resolved with months to spare 
before the 2018 midterm cam- 
paign heats up. 

If not, the government could 
soon be on the verge of a shut- 
down, with pressing questions 
regarding health care, immigration 
and other policies left unresolved. 
Also on the agenda is emergency 
relief for regions upended by last 
year’s natural disasters, a key na- 

See > D.C., A5 
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